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The first thing is that I never said that we could win swaraj
merely by spinning, though I believe that we can. But I have
certainly said on many occasions that unless we spin we cannot
win swaraj. However, I am ready to prove to you that both
the statements are true. What do we mean when we speak of
spinning? We mean that we should make it universal. Spinning
means learning all the other processes, such as ginning and card-
ing, and getting the yarn produced woven into cloth. What an
effort is needed to do all these things ourselves and set crores of
people spinning in that sense! Such an effort implies setting up an
organization through the length and the breadth of the country.
Is it a small thing to set up a system like the one that obtains on
big liners where everyone obeys the captain's orders and those
who do not can be shot dead? And when you set crores to spin,
the problem of untouchability will be solved, even that of
Hindu-Muslim unity will be solved. Why do I say that the
problem of untouchability will be solved? Today the untouchables
work for khadi for my sake. They told me in Madras that,
when the people regarded them as untouchable, why should they
labour for the people and weave khadi for them? All the same,
they weave for my sake. When untouchability has disappeared,
they will of their own free will take sincere interest in this work,
and, when they do so, untouchability too will disappear. Can
the khadi movement succeed unless Hindus and Muslims work
unitedly? In order, thus, to get all communities to spin, you will
have to continue living in this marshy place.

But you may ask how spinning can mean swaraj. My reply
is that when you have made spinning universal, the three big
problems which face the Congress today will be solved. And when
all the three are solved, what more will remain? When these three
things are done we shall be in a position to insist on the fulfil-
ment of our conditions. Thereafter, the British may leave if they
choose or stay on if they like to remain here on our terms. If you
ask me whether I would co-operate with the British against whom
we have carried on such a long and determined struggle and who
have perpetrated such atrocities on us, I would say, "Yes, I
would certainly co-operate, because I want to convert even
enemies into friends."